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THE COMMUNITY THAT
DISAPPEARED
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Part 2
The Goldberg Family

Original Montagu Country Hotel
Picture: Montagu Museum

Maurice and Emma Goldberg with daughter Bessie, who at the time was five years
old, bought the Montagu Country Hotel in 1917. The Goldberg’s lived in the hotel until
they sold it 2 years later.
It is believed that Mr. Idelson then bought the hotel…… see comment below? (It is not
clear who owned/managed the hotel between 1919 – 1928 which is when the Idelson’s
arrived)
Maurice was a sport lover and donated a large trophy to encourage the game of rugby
in the town. The trophy was awarded annually and was competed for between the
Montagu High School and a local town side. Montagu High School yearbooks for 1927
and 1928 both make mention of the trophy.
Granddaughter Lulu Levine (2018) provided the following from her memories of
Montagu as a child with her Grandparents:
I visited Montagu every June school holidays as a child – always staying at the
Montagu Baths hotel as it was called – run by the Idelsons who I think had bought the
Montagu Country Hotel from my Granddad – it was one of his friends. I drove with my
grandparents – he always immaculate in a suit and felt hat, and grandmother, the most
gracious lady also dressed immaculately and always wearing a hat. One of my
memories was that we were allowed to take it in turns to ring the gong calling everyone
for dinner – strange what we remember. This was long before the fire which destroyed
the original hotel. We would walk through the kloof linking the baths to the town every
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day – mostly we would then walk back along the road, but sometimes they sent a
donkey cart for us to come back with.

Montagu Country Hotel (2018)
Picture:www.montagucountryhotel.co.za

End 2020 after extensive upgrades
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Idelson Family

Montagu High School year book 1956

Mr. Idelson’s pride and joy
Picture: Jaco de Kock Collection
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Mr. Idelson front left. Mrs. Idelson lady with broach to the right

Montagu Country Hotel rebuilt
Picture: Don Woodford
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Mr. and Mrs. Idelson (Aaron and Freda) arrived in Montagu in 1928. They bought the
Montagu Hotel on the corner of Kohler & Bath Streets, which appears to have been
extensively renovated around 1937. This Hotel, known today as the Montagu Country
Hotel, has this year - 2020 - undergone extensive upgrades to both exterior as well as
interior again. The Idelson family was very much into hospitality and the word is that
they bought both the Avalon Springs and Little Sanctuary. They made the Little
Sanctuary their home. According to an article in the Montagu Mail dated January 2004
written by Dennis and Doreen Mynhardt the Idelson family lived at the Little Sanctuary
from 1960. They were known as party people. They had two daughters, Joyce and
Bernice who went to the local school in Montagu. Mr. Idelson is fondly remembered
for his view that “one never apologies for food” (Irma Jordaan).
The following information was supplied by Rabbi Serwator and may be the answer to
an unmarked grave in the local Jewish cemetery. A possibility exists that the grave
may be the last resting place of the infant Joy Idelson. The grave in question is on the
opposite side of the cemetery from the adult graves, off to the one side. It may be
unmarked because of her short life, which it is believed was customary in such cases.
The following information was supplied to the Rabbi by the Archives in Cape
Town:
Birth Register HAWC 1/3/26/3/6: entry 114 of 1933:
Child: Female named Joy born on 30 May 1933, Bath Street, Montagu.
Father: Aaron Idelson, aged 39, born Lithuania, Hotel Proprietor.
Mother: Freda Frank, aged 31, born Ceres, Cape Province.
Medical Practitioner: C.H. Muller, present at birth; he also registered the birth on 2
June 1933.
Death Register HAWC 1/3/26/5/3: entry 44 of 1933:
Joy Idelson died on 1 June 1933 at age of 2 days.
Father: Aaron Idelson.
Cause of death: (a) Heart failure; (b) Premature child.
Duration of illness: 2 days.
Medical Practitioner: Dr C.H. Muller; he also registered the death on 2 June 1933.
Intended place of burial: Montagu.
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Mr. Idelson front left at a meeting
Picture: Montagu Museum

Jack Plax retired Montagu chemist remembers Mr. Idelson as having a FAT suit and
a THIN suit. His weight used to fluctuate and he wore his clothes accordingly.
His son in law Monty Goldin in a telephone discussion on 05/2018 confirms the story
and states he had a wardrobe with a range of clothes to cater for his weight changes.
Monty also states that his father in law enjoyed large American cars and when he was
tired of the colour he just had them resprayed a different colour.
Monty also remembers that his father in law was the only person to hold a liquor
licence in Montagu in the early days and fought a court battle to try and retain his
position. Unfortunately he was not successful.
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The Idelson off sales,building on the left in photo
Picture: Montagu Museum
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An Idelson account. Taken from ledger of local shoemaker Frank Swart.
Ledger: Montagu Museum.
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Mr. Idelson discusses Avalon Springs
Article: Montagu Museum
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A letter from Joyce Marine (b Idelson) to the Principal Montagu High School
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Letter: Montagu Museum
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Koonin Family

Detail showing Dr. and Mrs. J Koonin as passengers on the Tantallon Castle to Cape
Town in 1900(last entry on page)
Extract of passenger manifest from Koonin Facebook page.
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Dr. Jack Koonin possibly the forefather of the Koonin family in South Africa
Picture: Rabbi Serwator
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Zelda Koonin wife of Jack
Picture:Koonin Facebook

Tantallon Castle 21/7/1900
Picture:Koonin Facebook

Keith Koonin great grandson of Dr Jack (Chaim) Koonin had the following to say on
his Facebook page in answer to a question.
“It is probably the same person. I believe Dr. J Koonin was my father's grandfather.
My father showed me the grave in 1963. My father and his family lived in Montagu
until he (my father) was 9 years old. They probably moved to Cape Town between
1918 and 1919.
According to Keith, Dr. Koonin was a medical Doctor(could also have been a dentist)
married to Zelda who he divorced at some stage. They had 9 children 4 boys and 5
girls. Efrohim, Zalmon, Lazar, Maurice, Fanny, Polly, Jannie, Rebecca and Finkel.
Efrohim whose name was anglicized to "Alfred" and Zalmon were dentists. Both had
families and lived in Montagu.
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Malka and Efrohim
Picture: Koonin Facebook

Efrohim (Alfred) was married to Malka. They had 5 children 2 boys and 3 girls. Harry,
Ted, Jessie, Rhoda and Sadie. According to Geni records Rhoda, Harry and Ted are
shown to have been born in Montagu so it is assumed the family also lived in
Montagu for a time. This is also confirmed by great grandson Keith Koonin (03/2018)

Efrohim Koonin’s family. Harry, Malka, Rhoda. Jessie, Sadie and Abram (Ted).
Picture: Keith Koonin

17

Efrohim and daughter Jessie

Jessie

Abraham (Ted)
Koonin Facebook
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Zalmon Koonin

Picture: Rabbi Serwator
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Zalmon was married to Mascha. They had 7 children. Eric, Leon (Sonny), Lawrence,
Doris (Topsy),Sarah and Arthur. Leon Koonin the eldest brother is missing from the
picture and it has not as yet been possible to name one of children.

Zalmon

Pictures: Koonin Facebook

20

Montagu Jewish cemetery
Picture: Don Woodford

Dr J. Koonin died on 10 September 1912 aged 70 and is buried in the local Jewish
cemetery. He is mentioned by the late Mrs Saacks the then Manager of the
Robertson Museum in a paper she wrote in 2008.
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The marriage of Eric Koonin to Frida 1946
Left front: Sarah Rakoff (b Koonin). Right front: Mascha Koonin (mother).
Picture: Geni Website

Sarah also known as Cissie was born in Montagu on April 16 1908 and died on
November 1st 1996. Her parents were Zalmon (Sam) and Mascha Koonin. She
married Hymie Rakoff. Dr. J Koonin was her grandfather.
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Rock advertising by the Koonin brothers at the tunnel entrance just outside Montagu.
Closer inspection has revealed that in all probability the inscription across the top
reads Koonin Bros. and down the side Watchmakers with the word Jewelers across
the bottom.
The business could have been run by either Zalmon and Efrohim or their sons. It is
hard to see both brothers earning a living in Montagu as dentists.
Picture:Montagu Museum
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