
1 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Image: sites.google.com 

 
A Phenomenon that did not leave Montagu untouched 

 
Submitted by Alf Boyley 

A Brief History of Spiritual Revival and Awakening in America 
By Patrick Morley 

 
June 4, 2019 



2 
 

 

 
 
The Businessmen’s Revival of 1857-1858. In 1857, the North Dutch Church in New 
York City hired a businessman, Jeremiah Lanphier, to be a lay missionary. He prayed, 
“Lord, what would you have me do?” Concerned by the anxious faces of businessmen on 
the streets of New York City, Lanphier decided to open the church at noon so 
businessmen could pray. The first meeting was set for September 23—three weeks 
before the Bank Panic of 1857. Six attended the first week, 20 the next, then 40, then 
they switched to daily meetings. Before long all the space was taken, and other churches 
also began to open up for businessmen’s prayer meetings.15 Revivals broke out 
everywhere in 1857, spreading throughout the United States and world. Sometimes 
called The Great Prayer Meeting Revival, an estimated 1,000,000 people were added 
to America’s church rolls, and as many as 1,000,000 of the 4,000,000 existing church 
members also converted. 
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This Revival came under a number of different names 
 

• The Great Awakening of 1857-1858  
• Fulton Street Revival 
• Laymen’s Prayer Revival 
• Businessmen’s Prayer revival 
• The Businessmen’s Revival 
• 1857 Prayer Revival 
• The Revival of 1857-1858 
• The Awakening of 1857-1858 
• Union Prayer Meeting 
• The Third Great Awakening 

 
 
The Dutch Reformed Church conference in Worcester, April 1860. The church in South 
Africa heard about the revival that started in New York (1857-1858) and a deep hunger 
for revival started to grow in the hearts of many ministers. A booklet with the title De 
Kracht des Gebeds (The Power of Prayer) was written and widely distributed. This book 
helped to create a spirit of prayer in many congregations and towns. In April 1860 the 
Dutch Reformed Church held a conference in Worcester with revival as the main theme. 
The conference was attended by 374 ministers and lay-preachers. There were ministers 
from the Dutch Reformed and Methodist Church at the conference, as well as leaders 
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from the Scotch Presbyterian Church and the Wesleyan and Rhenish Mission Societies. 
Accounts were given of the revival in New York. Just 50 days later, the churches that sent 
delegates to the conference started experiencing the Holy Spirit moving anew. Dr. 
Robertson, one of the speakers at the conference, said later that the revival started at the 
exact point when Dr. Andrew Murray Jnr. stood up to pray. Something supernatural 
happened and God’s Spirit broke through at that specific moment. After this conference 
in 1860, there were also stirrings of revival in the Southern and Western Cape, especially 
in Montagu. James Cameron, the Methodist minister in Montagu, wrote a report in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine in 1860: Oh sir, what can I write? The Lord is doing 
wonders here ... the Spirit of God is among us ... prayer meetings every day and every 
night of the week ... people who never prayed publicly are now praying openly. Last 
Sunday I asked those who were seeking God to come to the church early for prayer ... 
they came in large numbers, very early ... 3 o’clock in the morning; on Thursday a poor 
farm girl began to pray. Her words were of the Spirit; we all cried, “God is here.” Young 
and old began crying out for mercy ... and kept on until about 12 noon ... the Dutch 
Reformed people came out of their prayer meetings and joined us ... the place was so 
crowded that a number had to pray outside.  
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For many weeks the awakening at Montagu was marked by intense conviction of sin. 
Strong men cried out to God in anguish and repentance. Montagu underwent a complete 
transformation. The visibly transformed lives of new believers caused unbelievers to ask 
the way of salvation. A community previously noted for its complete indifference, suddenly 
became serious about God. Meetings were held at homes, and families of all races met 
together to pray and worship the Lord. All culture groups, even on remote farms, 
experienced conversions. On a specific farm a farmer heard someone call out loudly one 
morning and found his wife’s domestic help where she was pleading for forgiveness of 
her sins. Soon people of all population groups in the vicinity experienced many similar 
conversions. Six prayer meetings were started. People were pleading with God not to 
pass them by. Revival also broke out in Worcester in the congregation where Dr. Andrew 
Murray (Jnr.) and Jan de Vries worked. One evening 60 young people gathered for prayer 
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and worship. They were led in devotions by Jan de Vries. They would normally stand up 
and ask that a specific hymn be sung, or someone would commence with prayer. During 
one of these prayer meetings, a 15-year-old coloured girl got up and simply said, “O, how 
I love Jesus,” and asked for a song to be sung. All the people present suddenly heard a 
sound like distant rumbling it came closer and closer and the building started to shake. 
Everybody started praying simultaneously. God’s presence filled the place. Each one was 
so burdened by his or her own sin that they continued to call upon God for forgiveness 
and pleaded with Him that he would cleanse them. Everyone continued praying 
simultaneously. Dr. Andrew Murray, the pastor of that congregation was urgently sent for. 
What he found there seemed very disorderly to him and he tried to quieten the people 
down, saying, “Silence please, this is chaos. I am your minister sent from God ... Be 
quiet!” However, no one took any notice of him, but simply carried on praying. Each one 
was aware only of his own burden of sin and kept on crying out to God for forgiveness, 
but the weight of guilt, shame and sin just became more intolerable. Murray tried in vain 
to get them to sing a hymn with no effect. The Spirit of God was moving with the power 
of revival and no one could stop it.  
Night after night people continued to pray into the early hours of the morning. Later on, 
someone who had been an eyewitness of the revival in New York cautioned Andrew 
Murray, because the things happening in Worcester were the same things he saw 
happening in the revival in New York. Andrew Murray heeded the warning and then fully 
supported the revival movement. The Revival spread to other parts of the Cape and the 
rest of South Africa. For weeks prayer meetings for revival were held in Wellington. All 
over, these prayer meetings multiplied. Some venues could not hold all the people coming 
to pray. Church leaders reported that more happened in a few weeks than in all previous 
history of the church in Wellington! Revival broke out in Heidelberg in 1860, and again in 
1868, 1870 and 1884! Congregation after congregation in South Africa experienced 
repeated revivals for half a century. The revival spread from town to town: Swellendam, 
Tulbagh, Ceres, Robertson, Villiers and many more. Many of the English denominations 
also experienced revival. In Calvinia, a town in a rural area, there was no minister at the 
time, and for several years ministers had tried in vain to start prayer meetings there. 
Without there being any contact with towns in the Western and Southern Cape, where 
revival had already broken out, revival came to Calvinia. Suddenly several prayer 
meetings started, even on remote farms. Often one group didn’t know about the other, 
yet they all shared the blessing of revival. In Paarl, Rev. Van der Linde and his 
congregation had a deep desire for revival. Here and there, at the beginning of 1861, 
there were some stirrings of the Holy Spirit in the congregation. More and more people 
started to attend the prayer meetings. Then, just before Pentecost Sunday in 1861, Rev. 
Van der Linde called his congregation to 10 days of prayer, just like the early church 
prayed awaiting the ‘gift’ that the Lord Jesus promised: The outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Many people attended these prayer meetings. On Pentecost Sunday there was a great 
expectancy, everybody had a feeling that something was about to happen. They were not 
disappointed. During the afternoon service, while Rev. Van der Linde was praying, the 
Spirit of God started moving in a powerful way and a remarkable revival broke out. In the 
Murraysburg district, one reverend called it a ‘shaking awake’ of the people. There were 
hundreds of conversions. According to him probably no more than 50 unconverted people 
were left in the Little Karoo. In Beaufort West the revival came with great force, from 6-13 
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January 1861, about four months after it started in Worcester. Prayer meetings often 
lasted all day and were held four times a week. On Sundays meetings were held also in 
houses, under trees and farm houses because the churches were too small to 
accommodate everyone. In 1861 revival also broke out in Prince Albert, Graaff-Reinet 
and Richmond. Revival spread all over the country and reports of revival also came from 
the Free State and the Transvaal. These revivals were characterised by powerful 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit, deep conviction of sin and a great number of conversions. 
In 1867 the Dutch Reformed Church Synod decided to encourage churches to observe 
10 days of prayer before Pentecost Sunday as a yearly practice. This practice led to much 
blessing and spiritual fruit over the next 150 years in the Dutch Reformed Church. After 
the 1860-1861 revival there were several other periods of revival that followed in the next 
60 years, for example in 1868, the 1870s, 1889, 1897, 1901-1905, 1923 and 1927. 
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